between the two groups. In addition, they advocate for the use of multiple sources of data, including material culture, written accounts, as well as oral traditions. In this collection of essays, the editors were successful in providing information on the material manifestations of the many exchanges and transformations which resulted from the Atlantic trade.
The work consists of twenty chapters, arranged in three parts: Part I is an introduction, Part II (Atlantic Africa) focuses on archaeological research on the African continent, while Part III (African Diaspora) examines sites related to African-descended people in the Americas. The chapters on Africa focus on the pre-existing economic and socio-political institutions, as well as how they were transformed as a result of the Atlantic trade. They emphasize African agencies and internal dynamics in Africa's entanglement in the Atlantic world. The chapters on the African Diaspora focus primarily on sites related to the material culture of slavery and identities formed from the enslavement of African-descended peoples in the Americas. What follows is a detailed description of the subjects covered in the twenty chapters.
Part I, the Introduction (Chapter 1) provides one of the strengths of the volume, a detailed discussion in which Ogundiran and Falola go above and beyond to contexualize and summarize the organization and themes of the succeeding chapters, as well as ground the book theoretically. They achieve this by expertly weaving the subject of each chapter within the broader intellectual discussion they engage, as part of a large Africana and global world. In this section, the editors emphasize two major themes: first, that of African agencies, and secondly, they argue for the centralizing of Africa -its history, culture, agencies, and material -in African Diaspora research.
In addition, they present clear definitions for their use of terms like "Africa," "African Diaspora," and "Atlantic Africa," suggesting that each has a multiplicity of definitions that are not always limited to one particular place. In addition, they argue that modern ethnolinguistic classifications of Africans not be imposed on the archaeological record of African peoples in the past, suggesting instead the use of the more general concept of "cultural zones." They also warn again imposing spatial and temporal limitations on our definitions of cultural changes, such as limiting our understanding of syncretism and creolization as phenomena unique to the Americas. They argue that the processes of syncretism and creolization did not only occur in the Diaspora, by reminding us that Africans brought to the Americas had already been engaged in multiple cultural contact that had began in Africa well before the formal Atlantic slave trade began. he discusses the shift in settlement patterns from the prosperous coastal towns to the reduced living standards in the interior. In addition, there were changes in traditional economic industries which saw a shift from locally-produced, finished goods to a heavy reliance on imported goods for consumption, as well as an emphasis on the exportation of raw materials. In addition to the disruption of traditional African industries, this massive exodus to the hinterland also weakened existing trade networks, which were important commercial links in intercontinental trade.
Kusimba's discussion of changes in the landscape on the East Coast foreshadows the changes that were to come on the African West Coast. One such change is manifested in European settlements along the coast, is seen in the example of "slave castles" in Ghana, once used to house captured Africans bound for enslavement in the Americas, the subject of Brempong Osei-Tutu's discussion to black identity, he argues that maritime archaeology has the potential to shed light on the diverse experiences of African descended peoples because it is in water-related environments that a significant portion of religious practices were lived. Mary Beaudry and Ellen Berkland (Chapter 19) trace the evolution of the African Meeting House on Nantucket and the many functions it served as a meeting house, church, community center, and school. The house and its surrounding "African-informed" landscape, they argue, served as a site for the black community to form a collective identity and express solidarity in their quest for equality and full citizenship.
The last chapter (20) by Anna Agbe-Davies assesses themes and approaches in African American archaeology, as well as the complex power dynamics involved in the inherently political process of history making. Archaeology, she argues, serves a multitude of functions, including as corrective history, but also serves as a means of empowerment in the present. Her essay serves as a great anchor to the introduction through her examination of the state of African-American archaeology, and by extension African Diaspora archaeology, remains theory poor, relying instead on theories generated from other disciplines.
This volume is a vast undertaking, representing a collection of essays which combines some known sites, as well as some fresh perspectives on research in the Africana world during the historic period. The essays which focus on African sites present great examples of how the material world of African peoples were impacted as a result of changes in their economic, social, and political structures. Their focus on these transformations gives clear insights into the complex world of African peoples during a time of dramatic change and uncertainty. They vividly paint a picture of a time when African peoples participated in a global market economy by using imported goods in their own localized ways, while at the same time guarding themselves from the intrusion and threats these new trade networks represented. Thus, even as they smoked tobacco from imported tobacco pipes, used cowries as a popular means of currency exchange, and set up settlements with the sole purpose to service trade routes, they were simultaneously retreating to safe zones and creating protective barriers within the landscape as means of protection.
The essays focused on the African Diaspora emphasize the complex and diverse experiences and interactions that African-descended peoples. Many of the general themes in African Diaspora archaeology are well represented here, one or another related to the period of race-based enslavement throughout the Americas. We see that even as African peoples were marginalized and exploited, they maintain a perpetual need to seek freedom and equality, even as they maintained many of their cultural ties to practices in their African homelands.
While this collection of essays is by no means meant to be a catalogue of all archaeological work conducted on African-related sites, the chapters presented here provide a representative range of the general themes and geographic regions of archaeological sites in "Atlantic Africa." As a result, all archaeologists and historians working in the Africana world should, not only read this 
